KATHY Jetn̄il-Kijiner
WORK

2019 - now
Government of Republic of the Marshall Islands Ministry of Environment and Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Majuro



Climate Envoy

2014 – 2025
Jo-Jikum, Majuro



Director, Co-Founder
2018 – 2019
Pacific Resources for Education and Learning



Specialist

2014 - 2016
College of the Marshall Islands, Majuro



Faculty
2012-2013
Office of Multicultural Student Affairs, University of Hawai‘i Mānoa, 



Hawai‘i



Community Liason

2010-2012
College of the Marshall Islands, Majuro, Marshall Islands

Communications Officer

EDUCATION


2025

Australia National University, Canberra


PhD in Pacific Island Studies 
2014

University of Hawai‘i at Manoa, Hawai‘i


Master of Arts in Pacific Island Studies 

2010

Mills College, California
Bachelor of the Arts in English with an Emphasis in Creative Writing

BOOK PUBLICATIONS
Indigenous Pacific Islander Eco-Literatures, editor with Leora Kava and Craig Santos Perez, August 2022, University of Hawai‘i Press
Iep Jāltok: Poems from a Marshallese Daughter, February 14, 2017 University of Arizona Press

AWARDS/FELLOWSHIPS
2026
Dan and Maggie Inouye Distinguished Chair in Democratic Ideals

2023
Asia Society Asia Game Changer Award

2020
University of California Los Angelos (UCLA) Pritzker Environmental Genius Award (Finalist)

2019
Massachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT) Director's Media Lab Fellowship

2019
Obama Foundation's Asia Pacific Leadership Fellowship 

2018
Earth Company's Impact Hero of the Year

2016
Nuclear Age Peace Foundation’s 2016 Barbara Mandigo Kelly Peace Poetry Contest: 1st Place

2014
University of Hawai’i Ian MacMillan Writing Award: 3rd Place

2009
Mills College Mary Merritt Henry Prize Undergraduate Poetry Contest: 1st Place


2007
Mills College Mary Merritt Henry Prize Undergraduate Poetry Contest: 1st Place

2007
California College Media Association Awards Best Sports Action Photo: 



3rd Place 

PUBLIC SPEAKING ENGAGEMENTS
2026
Daniel and Maggie Inouye Chair of Democratic Ideals Better Speaker Series 


Keynote Speaker/Public Lecture 

2025
National Conference on Race and Ethnicity (NCORE) Climate Justice Panel


Panelist

2024
17th Annual Northwest Teaching for Social Justice Conference


Keynote Speaker
2024
Pacific Islands Climate Adaptation Research and Development Symposium


Keynote Speaker
2019
National Conference on Race and Ethnicity, Portland


Keynote Speaker

2019
Pacific Arts Association Symposium, Brisbane, Australia


Performance Artist, Keynote Speaker

2019
Pomona College Museum, California


Speaker

2018
Innovative City Forum, Japan


Keynote Speaker

2018
International Conference “Laudato Si’: Saving our Common Home and the Future of Life on Earth”, Vatican City, Italy


Opening Ceremony Performer and Speaker

2018
ASPIRE Summit, Washington


Keynote Speaker

2018
Evergreen College, Washington


Keynote Speaker

2018
University of Washington, Washington


Speaker

2018 
University of Minnesota, Minnesota


Speaker

2018
WOMADelaide Planet Talks Tour, Australia


Speaker

2017
Conference of the Parties 23 (COP23), Germany


Speaker, Panelist, Marshall Islands Delegation Member

2017
Australia National University, Asia Pacific Studies


Speaker

2016 
Climate Generation 10th Anniversary Celebration, Minnesota


Keynote Speaker

2016 
Conference of the Parties 22 (COP22), Morocco

Speaker, Panelist, Marshall Islands Delegation Member
2016
Portland State of Mind, Oregon 


Keynote Speaker

2016
Asian Pacific Islander Network of Oregon (APANO) Rolling Tides 2016, Oregon


Speaker, Panelist

2016
Pacific Asia Tourism Association Annual Summit 2016, Guam


Keynote Speaker

2015 
Conference of the Parties 21 (COP21), Paris


Speaker, Panelist, Marshall Islands Delegation Member

2015 
European Union African Caribbean Pacific Islands Conference, Fiji


Performer

2015
University of Guam Presidential Speaker Series, Guam

Speaker

2013 
United Nations Secretary General’s Climate Summit, New York

Civil Society Representative

2012 
‘Aha Mo’olelo Hawaii Literary Conference, Hawai‘i


Panelist, Performer

2012
Leaves Keep Falling: The Asian/Pacific Basin & Sustainability After Empire, 
Film 
Screening, Panel and Performance, Hawai‘i


Panelist, Performer

2012
Native Voices Reading, Hawai‘i


Featured Poet

2012
International Poetry Parnassus Festival, London


Marshall Islands Representative, Performer, Panelist

2011
Queer Pacific Islanders Sustaining Community, California

Performer

2011
Poetic Crossroads: An Open Mic with Swag, California

Featured Poet


2010
Sisters Rising, The Garage: San Francisco, California

Performer

2010
The Kaleidoscope Reading Series, California

Featured Poet

2010
Third Roots Art Collective, California

Solo Performance Artist

2010 
City Solo, Off Market Theater, California

Solo Performance Artist

2010
Words First, California

Solo Performance Artist


SCHOLARSHIPS
2019- 2024
Australian Government Research Training Program (AGRTP) Stipend

Scholarship

2013-2014
East-West Center Graduate Degree Fellowship

2013-2014
Glenna Eshleman Scholarship

2013-2014
Sumi Makey Scholars Award

2012-2013
Republic of the Marshall Islands National Scholarship

2006-2010
Republic of the Marshall Islands National Scholarship

2006-2010
Mills College Presidential Scholarship

PRINT PUBLICATIONS 

2026 
“Republic of the Marshall Islands Security Outlook” 2025 Security Outlook, Pacific Center for Island Security

2022 
“Climate Change, Rising Seas, and Island Nations” co-authored with Hilda Heine, The

Cambridge History of The Pacific Ocean Volume II, Cambridge University Press
2014 
“Tell Them,” The Value of Hawaii 2: Ancestral Roots, Oceanic Visions
2014
“The Monkey Gate,” Hawaii Review Issue 80: Voyages
201
“My Rosy Cousin,” Hawaii Review Issue 80: Voyages
2014
“Tell Them,” Hawaii Review Issue 79: Call & Response
2014
“Lessons from Hawai’i,” Hawaii Review Issue 79: Call & Response
2012
“History Lesson,” Storyboard 12: A Journal of Pacific Imagery
2012
“Lessons from Hawaii,” Storyboard 12: A Journal of Pacific Imagery
2012
“Tell Them,” Storyboard 12: A Journal of Pacific Imagery
2012
“Tell Them,” Kurangabaa Magazine:  A Journal of Literature, History, and Ideas from the Sea
ONLINE PUBLICATIONS

2024
“Kaōnōn” Poem-a-Day Series https://poets.org/poem/kaonon
2022
“How do we mourn an island? Where do we mark it’s grave?” The Guardian, https://www.theguardian.com/world/2022/nov/02/how-do-we-mourn-an-island-where-do-we-mark-its-grave
2020
“Displacement and Out-Migration: The Marshall Islands Experience”, co-authored with
Hilda Heine, Wilson Center https://diplomacy21-adelphi.wilsoncenter.org/article/displacement-and-out-migration-marshall-islands-experience
2015
"I'm going to Paris because I'm fighting for my home" Climate Home News https://www.climatechangenews.com/2015/11/25/im-going-to-paris-because-im-fighting-for-my-home/
2015
"As Sea Levels Rise, Climate Change Threatens Entire Pacific Cultures" Climate Home News, www.climatechangenews.com/2015/02/24/as-sea-levels-rise-climate-change-threatens-entire-pacific-cultures/ 

2015
"Why Don't Marshallese People Leave Their Climate Threatened Island?" Climate Home News, www.climatechangenews.com/2015/07/06/why-dont-marshallese-people-leave-their-climate-threatened-islands/ 

COMMUNITY WORKSHOPS, PROGRAMS, AND SOCIAL JUSTICE CAMPAIGN MOBILIZATIONS 
2023
Climate Change Informational Panel and Webinars Series 


Lead Organizer

2022
Climate Change Informational Panel Webinars Series


Lead Organizer 

2021
Youth for Pacific Pre-COP Gathering


Contributing Organizer

2021
Climate Change and Health Arts Seminar 


Lead Organizer

2021
Climate Week Arts Workshop


Lead Organizer

2021
Kadriklok Kobwij Kalaplok Iakwe Waste Management Campaign and Program


Contributing Organizer

2021
Environmental Artist in Residence Program


Lead Organizer

2021
Arts on Climate Showcase 


Contributing Organizer

2021
Climate Change Digital Storytelling Workshop 


Lead Organizer

2020
Community Gardening Classes


Lead Organizer

2020
Nuclear Painting and Poetry Workshop and Open Mic Night


Contributing Organizer

2020
COVID 19 Tiktok Challenge Campaign


Contributing Organizer

2020
Ba Einwot Juon Single Use Plastic Ban Campaign 


Contributing Organizer

2020
Matagi Malohi 350 Pacific Climate Change Campaign Clean Up


Contributing Organizer

2020
Climate Change and Health Arts Seminar


Lead Organizer, Facilitator

2020
Ridge to Reef Conservation Ebon Youth Training Program

Lead Organizer, Facilitator

2019
Climate Change Digital Storytelling Workshop


Lead Organizer, Facilitator 

2019
Pacific Pawa 350 Pacific Climate Change Campaign Retreat, Workshop, and Community Clean Up 


Lead Organizer

2018
Jo-Jikum Photography Workshop


Lead Organizer

2018
Jo-Jikum Podcast Making Workshop 


Lead Organizer

2018-
Jo-Jikum Earth Champions Program

2014


Lead Organizer and Facilitator
2017
Have Your Sei COP23 Campaign Workshop and Action


Lead Organizer and Facilitator
2016
Jo-Jikum Theater Workshop 


Lead Organizer

2016
Jo-Jikum Climate Change Arts Camp 


Lead Organizer and Facilitator
2016
Earth Day Community Clean Up, March for Energy, Candelight Vigil


Contributing Organizer

2016
Pacific Got Talent Open Mic Night


Lead Organizer and Host
2016
RMI March for Fiji Pacific Benefit Show 


Contributing Organizer

2015
Online 1.5 to stay alive youth campaign 


Contributing Organizer

2015
Community Art Mural on Climate Change collaboration


Lead Organizer

2015
Jo-Jikum Youth Environmental Champions Retreat


Lead Organizer

2015
COP21 Power Through Paris Community Workshop 


Lead Organizer and Facilitator
2015
RMI March for Climate Justice 


Contributing Organizer

2015
Community Clean Up Katoj Park


Contributing Organizer

2015
Global Divestment from Fossil Fuels Day March and Workshop


Lead Organizer

2014
World Ocean’s Day Community Clean Up 


Contributing Organizer

2014
People’s Climate Mobilization 5K


Contributing Organizer

2013
World Ocean’s Day Community Clean Up 


Contributing Organizer

2012
World Ocean’s Day Community Clean Up 


Contributing Organizer

2012
Underwater Photo Action on Coral Bleaching and climate change for 350 Pacific

Connect the Dots Campaign


Lead Organizer

2011
Jodrikdrik Ñan Kien Emman: Youth Forum for Majuro Senator Candidates 


Lead Organizer

2011
Rita Cleanup/Movie night for Youth

Lead Organizer 

VIDEOS

2022
“Beached” https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=omvGWJcowEk
2018
"Rise: From One Island to Another" https://vimeo.com/289482525
2018
"Anointed by Dan Lin and Kathy Jetnil-Kijiner" https://vimeo.com/264774034
2017
"Kathy Jetnil-Kijiner: Monster" https://vimeo.com/224211868

2017
""The Butterfly Thief" by Kathy Jetnil-Kijiner" 


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LudU--_K6Uo
2016
"Kathy Jetnil-Kijiner Recites Her Poem Utilomar" 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=r5V7qSH_Ga0
2015
"2 Degrees"


https://www.cnn.com/videos/world/2015/06/26/orig-sutter-climate-change-two-degrees-
poem.cnn
2014
"Statement and Poem by Kathy Jetnil-Kijiner, Climate Summit 2014 - Opening 
Ceremony." https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mc_IgE7TBSY
2013
"Lessons from Hawai'i by Kathy Jetnil-Kijiner." 

2012
""History Project" by Kathy Jetnil-Kijiner at Southbank Centre for London 2012 Poetry 
Parnassus." https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DIIrrPyK0eU
2012
""Tell Them" by Kathy Jetnil-Kijiner at Southbank Centre for London 2012 Poetry 
Parnassus." https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=w9D88ST9qbw
ART EXHIBITIONS

2021
Queensland Art Gallery’s 10th Asia Pacific Triennial, Brisbane Australia

2018 
Queensland Art Gallery's 9th Asia Pacific Triennial, Brisbane, Australia 

2017 
‘Ae Kai: A Culture Lab on Convergence presented by the Smithsonian Asian

Pacific American Center, Hawai’i

2017
Honolulu Biennial, Hawai’i

WRITING WORKSHOP PARTICIPATION

2011
Voices of Our Nations Arts Foundation, University of California at Berkeley

2009
Voices of Our Nations Arts Foundation, University of San Francisco

JOURNALISM INTERNSHIPS AND MEDIA TRAINING

September 2015
Women's Media Center/Lear Family Foundation 

Participant during customized media training program for climate change women leaders from the Global South
2007 August -2009 
The Campanil
Staff Writer

Assistant News Editor 

Sports and Health Editor

Online Editor

2007 May- June
Secretariat of the Pacific Community

Reporter during the 10th Triennial Conference for Pacific 
Women 

2006 July –August 
The Marshall Islands Journal



Reporter

